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Children's Picture Books

Anna Tso obtained her

PhD in Applied Linguistics
from The University of
Birmingham, U.K. She is
currently an Associate
Professor of English and
Comparative Literature

at the School of Arts and
Social Sciences, The Open
University of Hong Kong,
where she heads the Master
of Arts in Applied English
Linguistics and directs the
Research Institute for Digital
Culture and Humanities.

& 18: R A 2 b o @aEn

Enforcing Chinese character recognition
and grammatical drilling may be
considered cornerstones for learning

the Chinese language, but as in every
language learning situation, imparting
cultural literacy through leisure reading is
always crucial, if not more important.

To foster non-native Chinese speakers’
(NNCS) intrinsic learning motivation,
Chinese as a foreign language (CFL)
teachers can make full good use of existing
Chinese children’s stories as a starting
point for developing interest and building
confidence in CFL learners, young and old.
The selected children’s stories does not
necessarily need to be in Chinese only;
they can be stories written with the NNCS’
CFL learning context in mind, highlighting
features of the Chinese language to all
NNCS. As foreign readers discover the

fun and beauty in the Chinese language
and culture through the children’s texts,
they will gain momentum and begin to
take interest in learning more Chinese
vocabulary happily and naturally.

Aiming at promoting Chinese reading
literacy among young NNCS in Hong Kong
and beyond, | obtained a project grant from
the Sunrise Charitable and Education Fund
and secured a government sponsorship
from the HKSAR Home Affairs Bureau in
January 2016 and March 2018 respectively.
The grant and sponsorship have supported
me to develop a children’s picture book
series titled Hong Kong Stories with Joanne
Lo Wai-nam, a local illustrator who grew
up in Hong Kong. Written with the local
Hong Kong context in mind, the Hong Kong
Stories series contains six English-Chinese
picture books that bring together original
stories and artistic illustrations recounting
interesting features and memorable events
in Hong Kong, which ranges from themes
such as Hong Kong’s handover to China,
Hong Kong-style street snacks, local
animals and haunting tales, as well as oral
history told by the women in the city:
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Book1
Culinary Charades

(ISBN: 978-1-948210-01-0)

BOOk D e
The Summer of 1997

(ISBN: 978-1-948210-02-7)

As a world-famous food paradise, Hong
Kong provides delicious food of the best
quality in every corner — roadside stalls,
dai pai dong, teahouses, private kitchens,
traditional Cantonese restaurants, posh
five-star hotels, Hong Kong cuisine will
never disappoint you, if only you know how
to name and order the food and dishes
from the menu! Created by an author and
an illustrator who are both Hong Kong
cuisine lovers, Culinary Charades invites
you to go on a yummy trip with Yu-sze
and Alex, two streetwise kids who not only
discover the most native and best local
authentic food in Hong Kong, but also
share with you a picture glossary of the
well-known food and drink one can find
along Nathan Road in Mongkok.

Book 3
Unforgettable Neighbours

(ISBN: 978-1-948210-03-4)

In commemoration of the Hong Kong
handover 20th anniversary, this book is

a time machine that walks you down the
memory lane. After decades of working and
living abroad in England, Canada, Australiq,
and Northern Ching, five Hong Kongers
finally come together in Hong Kong, their
hometown again and rekindle the comfort
of their old home, sharing unforgettable
collective memories they experienced as
they grew up in the delightful last days of
the British colonial period in Hong Kong.
With the brilliant illustrations of classic
landmarks like the Kai Tai International
Airport, the old Queen’s Pier in Central,

and the landscape of the old Kowloon City
District, The Summer of 1997 recaptures
the beautiful Pearl of the Orient in the
1990s, the former British Colony in the

last century.

Book 4~ :
Taming Babel

(ISBN: 978-1-948210-04-1)

A good neighbour is hard to find, and the
old ones who used to come and play with
you when you least expected them at
your home sweet home would become
part of your sentimental childhood
memories for certain. In Unforgettable
Neighbours, Three siblings from Hong
Kong, Andrew, Anna and Angus sit around
a campfire and recall memories of the

old Belcher’'s Gardens in Mid-Levels west
half way up Victoria Peak, the serene

villa which their grannies used to live
before it was demolished in the 1990s.
Flashing back in their mind the wealth

of greenery, private gardens, antique
ponds, classy fountains and playgrounds
in the sanctuary of their hearts, the

three siblings go back in time, stroll in

the Belcher's Gardens, and meet again

their fun and bizarre neighbours who dare

to steal bananas from the ancestor shrine,
take afternoon naps underneath people’s car
bonnets, hang upside down the crystal ceiling
lights, and lay eggs in grandpa’s studio!

Learn Cantonese the fast and easy way
with this book! People keep saying learning
Cantonese is hard, and to speak proficient
Cantonese like Hong Kongers is to sing
songs with its nine-tone system. While it
is stunningly entertaining to witness how
a melodic text such as ‘yu yU yd, yt ya

yU, ya yU yG, ya yt ya, ya yG yd. can carry
the grammatically flawless and romantic
content of “You and |, met in the rain, you
said to me, “while it’s still raining, come to
my place. I'll bring you comfort.”, one tiny
mistroke in the language tone can turn
the lexical meaning of ‘a computer’ into ‘an
idiot. But perhaps learning Cantonese is
not as challenging as it sounds? In Taming
Babel, expatriates and foreigners who
study, work and live in Hong Kong share
with you useful tips and tricks you do not
know when learning Cantonese.



Book 5
Herstory

(ISBN: 978-948210-05-8)

Here's a biographical fiction picture book
that narrates the true and brave life story
of an amazing yet ordinary mother in a
typical Hong Kong family. For hundreds

and thousands of years, rarely any Hong
Kong women have been featured properly
and prominently in traditional Chinese
genealogy. To do justice, the author and the
illustrator join hands in bringing Hong Kong
women back to centre stage. With accurate
recounts and beautiful illustrations, this
book pays tributes of love and reverence

to all incredible moms who work hard and
sacrifice silently for their children and
family. Herstory is a must that feminist
moms, teachers and librarians should get
for their children’s bookshelf.

Book 6~ :

A Tale of
Two Haunted
Universities

(ISBN: 978-948210-06-5)

Ever wondered what a Chinese Halloween
is like? Every year, Hong Kong people
experience the Hungry Ghost Month,

the seventh month of the lunar year.
Legend has it that the door to hell is wide
open during the seventh month, and all
wandering spirits from the depths of the
Underworld will roam around the Land

of the Living. Believe it or not, children
and adults alike should bear in mind ten
taboos — do not swim in the middle of
the night, do not open your umbrella at
night, do not walk near walls in the dark...
in A Tale of Two Haunted Universities,

a brave and rebellious daredevil breaks
the Hungry Ghost taboos and takes

on an adventurous midnight trip to the
old, dark and perhaps haunted campus
of The University of Hong Kong (HKU),
alone!l Unguessed mystery and something
lurking around HKU'’s Lotus Pond are
awaiting her in the dark.
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With the kind advice, patience and guidance of a

Michigan-based publisher that believe in our project,

books 1 and 2 of the Hong Kong Stories series were finally launched on
25 December 2017, just in time to celebrate Hong Kong SAR’s 20th
anniversary last Christmas:

By flana f;',?m;)z to [1e

Jltustnaled by Joanne (|fai-nam Lo

1. Culinary Charades (Book 1):

Book 1, Culinary Charades (2017) aims to stimulate food experiences
of NNCS worldwide. Accompanied with fun English translation, the
children’s picture book provides a Chinese pictionary of Hong Kong’s
finger-licking good food.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1948210010




Another highlight for NNCS readers

is that coming soon in summer 2018,
Taming Babel, book 4 of the Hong

Kong Stories series will reveal NNCS’
intercultural encounters in Hong Kong,
and more interestingly, how they learned
Cantonese the fun and fast way. A fun
and useful CFL schematic framework for
making meaning out of the melodious
Cantonese expressions in everyday
conversations will be shared.

Ideal for Chinese language learning and
leisure reading, the Hong Kong Stories
series shall create relevant, meaningful,
and enjoyable literacy experiences for
NNCS readers and CFL teachers. Further
sharing on meaning-driven CFL reading
activities and how they can be applied
when reading the Hong Kong Stories
series were presented in the Focus on
Language Conference: Challenging
Language Learning and Language
Teaching in Peace and Global Education -
From Principles to Practices (22-24 March
2018) at The University of Education

in Freiburg, Germany.

2. The Summer of 1997 (Book 2):

Book 2, The Summer of 1997 (2017) invites all interested NNCS to e
walk through the best landmarks and viewpoints of Hong Kong in 1997, e
a city that bridged the East and West. e om0 N

of City Hall in Edinburgh Place, Central,
‘but it was demolished in February 2008

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1948210029 e e

“On my goa, we all Iooked 6o fit and.
frech twenty years ago. Take us back
t0 1997 please!” Ken yelied They all

2018 3R H 1M | 1B1H
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